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one of my own interns, Abby 
Schanfield. Abby is an awesome young 
woman. She has had numerous sur-
geries since she was 10 months old. 
Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 
Abby is able to stay on her parents’ in-
surance until she is 26, and her parents 
were able to pay premiums and copays 
that have given her access to the 
health care that she needs. 

So for that and for many other rea-
sons, I urge support of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

f 

HONORING FIVE FORT BENNING 
SOLDIERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I come before you today to honor five 
soldiers, those attached to and those of 
the 75th Ranger Battalion, Fort 
Benning, Georgia. 

Fort Benning is home to about 1,500 
Rangers of the entire 75th Ranger Regi-
ment. They are an elite group of sol-
ider who perform specialized oper-
ations for the Army. Currently, the 3rd 
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, as 
well as Rangers of the Regimental 
Headquarters and the Regimental Spe-
cial Troop Battalion, are deployed. I 
have a deep commitment to Fort 
Benning, and once these Rangers pass 
through Fort Benning, Georgia, they 
become part of the State’s family. 

On October 6, five of these brave 
Rangers were part of a mission gone 
wrong. Sergeant Patrick Hawkins, Pri-
vate 1st Class Cody Patterson, 1st 
Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno, and Spe-
cial Agent Joseph Peters were killed by 
an improvised explosive device while 
conducting combat operations in 
Kandahar province, Afghanistan, and 
Corporal Joshua Hargis was seriously 
injured. 

These soldiers came to Fort Benning 
from across the Nation. They are sons 
and daughters and parents, spouses, 
loved by many. Their loss is felt across 
our Nation, and we thank them for 
paying the ultimate sacrifice. 

As we mourn the loss of these four 
soldiers, I also want to give thanks for 
the life of Corporal Joshua Hargis. Cor-
poral Hargis was injured on the same 
mission on October 6 and is pictured 
here beside me. This photo has been 
nicknamed ‘‘the salute seen around the 
world’’ because it shows the strong 
character of an American soldier. 

After hours of surgery, Corporal 
Hargis’ commander held a small cere-
mony in the hospital room to honor 
Corporal Hargis with the Purple Heart 
award. They thought he was uncon-
scious. Doctors, nurses, and fellow 
Rangers crowded into the room to 
watch him receive his award. Despite 
his injuries, tubes, and intense pain, 
Corporal Hargis still saluted his com-
mander when his Purple Heart was 
pinned on his hospital blanket. This 
act of determination despite pain em-

bodies all that is a Ranger. This is the 
heart of a warrior. This is America. We 
need not apologize to anyone for our 
strength and our greatness. 

I want to thank these five brave 
Rangers, Sergeant Patrick Hawkins, 
Private 1st Class Cody Patterson, 1st 
Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno, Special 
Agent Joseph Peters, and Corporal 
Joshua Hargis, for their service and 
their sacrifice. Joan and I send our 
prayers to their families and to their 
friends. 

God bless America, and God bless our 
troops. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
CANCELATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. CAPPS) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak about the Affordable Care Act. 
The Affordable Care Act is working for 
many of my constituents on the cen-
tral coast of California, like Danna in 
San Luis Obispo County, who tells me 
she will be saving 40 percent on her 
family’s premiums. It is working for 
the Pacelas in Solvang, who tell me 
they now have better coverage while 
saving $8,000 a year on their premiums. 
It is working for the thousands of fami-
lies whose young adult children can 
continue on their parents’ plans, and 
for everyone who has a preexisting con-
dition who now cannot be turned down 
for coverage. 

I know that this is not the case for 
all central coast residents, especially 
those who may have received 
cancelation notices this year, either 
because their insurer is only selling in 
the exchanges, or because the insur-
ance companies have stopped offering 
plans in our area all together. 
Cancelation of these plans has caused 
real pain and confusion for our con-
stituents in California who are faced 
with Covered California marketplace 
options that have different provider 
networks or different premium costs. 

After hearing numerous stories from 
the families I represent, it is clear we 
must address this problem with the im-
plementation of the Affordable Care 
Act so we can protect all California 
families and businesses. The President 
has offered an administrative fix to 
this issue to allow insurance companies 
to offer plans to those already enrolled 
for the next year, but States will be 
the final decisionmakers. 

That is why I led a letter, with Con-
gresswoman ZOE LOFGREN and 22 of our 
California colleagues, to Covered Cali-
fornia’s leadership asking them to im-
plement this administrative fix with-
out delay. 

Covered California has led the way in 
bringing new, quality health care op-
portunities to millions of Californians. 
The Web site is working, and enroll-
ment is steadily increasing. But with 
over 1 million Californians receiving 
cancelation notices of their current 
plans, we must and we will do more to 

ensure that no one is left without the 
opportunity for affordable coverage. 
These families were told that if they 
liked their plan they can keep it, and 
that is a promise we must keep for 
them. 

f 

AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE RIGHT 
TO KNOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama purports to protect and de-
fend the idea of open government, but 
his staff seems to have missed the 
memo. You see, just 5 months ago, I 
asked Treasury Secretary Jack Lew 
about his personal knowledge of the 
IRS’ reprehensible practice of tar-
geting innocent Americans. I inquired 
of him three basic things, one of which 
was what was the Secretary’s knowl-
edge and what was his involvement 
with any of the various meetings with 
then-IRS Commissioner Doug Shulman 
and the White House. You see, back 
then a year ago, Jack Lew served as 
the chief of staff to the President while 
some of the most egregious, reprehen-
sible behavior ever displayed by the 
IRS took place while Doug Shulman 
was the IRS Commissioner and while 
Doug Shulman reportedly attended 
meetings at the White House at various 
times. Unfortunately, rather than an-
swer some of these basic and simple 
questions and putting to bed any and 
all appearance of impropriety by Jack 
Lew, Secretary Lew continues to ig-
nore all of my questions. 

The American people have the right 
to know. The American people have the 
right to know exactly what Secretary 
Lew knew and what he did. So I rise 
today to ask the American people to 
join with me and demand openness 
from this government, from this Presi-
dent, and from Secretary Jack Lew. 

Secretary Lew, it is time to answer 
the questions of the American public. 

f 

MESSAGES AND MISSIONS YET 
UNDONE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to speak of messages and 
missions yet undone. This Congress, 
both House and Senate, was sent here 
on behalf of the American people to en-
sure that their voices and their needs 
are adhered to. They are not interested 
in the clanging of voices; they are in-
terested in the rolling up of sleeves and 
making sure our government works. So 
I stand here in reflection of a very suc-
cessful enrollment day in Houston, 
Texas, last Saturday, where people 
came and stood in line to be able to 
seek information and, yes, enroll be-
cause they have faith in this Nation. 

As the Affordable Care Act goes 
along and fixes broken promises and 
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broken technology, what we should be 
focused on is making it work for the 
American people. Making sure that 
those with preexisting disease can have 
insurance, young people with minimal 
income can have insurance, those be-
tween 50 and 65 can have insurance, and 
those with catastrophic illnesses can 
have insurance. I have faith that as we 
work through this, what is best for the 
American people is the choices they 
will have, and the fact that they will 
keep what they have and be able to en-
roll for a year is a response to the pain. 

We know that the insurance compa-
nies did not need to send cancelation 
letters; they could have sent modifica-
tion letters, but I want to go forward. 

Things yet unfinished—one happens 
to be the enormity of gun violence 
among our young people that has been 
reflected in incidents in Houston, 
Texas; 19 shot, two dead, teenagers at a 
house party. This past weekend, one 
shot at a house party, who has lost his 
life. My sympathy to their families. I 
call out now for all of our forces, Fed-
eral, local, and State, PTOs and school 
districts, teachers, civic organizations 
and faith organizations, that we work 
together to be able to stop the surge of 
gun violence and the loss of our young 
people. 

Statistics will show that in African 
American communities and Hispanic 
communities where there is homicide, 
that a high percentage is by a gun. So 
I would ask that we look seriously at 
legislation I introduced, H.R. 65, the 
gun storage and safety device bill, and 
a bill that also indicates, except for ex-
ceptions, that guns should not be in the 
hands of young people under the age of 
21, and for someone who allows that to 
happen, there should be higher pen-
alties on that individual. 

I have been told by urban mayors 
that there are stash houses where peo-
ple can go and rent guns. Let’s not be 
afraid of background checks. More im-
portantly, let’s not be afraid of weed-
ing out this horrible scourge on our 
community, and the deaths that fami-
lies have to contend with. 

Then, I think it is important to note 
that we have got to continue to speak 
on the issue of mental health needs. 
Tragedy occurred in Virginia, and the 
story that is unfolding saddens me be-
cause that story is similar to the one 
in Sandy Hook. The young perpetrator 
had issues they had to deal with in 
terms of their mental health. We have 
got to be able to provide more re-
sources for beds for young people. We 
have got to intervene. We have got to 
help families. We have got to not run 
away from mental health issues, but 
run toward them. 

b 1045 
Then I would like to make mention 

of those families who are suffering be-
cause their Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program over the last month 
has been cut. They are expecting in 
this budget coming forward that $40 
billion will be on the table to be cut 
again. 

I have visited my food banks. I took 
the SNAP challenge and ate on that 
budget. No one should call those folks 
deadbeats. And every time there is a 
deadbeat, you can be assured that per-
son will be found out. I am concerned 
about the seniors and the young chil-
dren that go to bed hungry, and one- 
half of those who get SNAP benefits, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits, are in actuality chil-
dren. 

As we go toward this budget process 
deadline of December 13, let us have a 
sense of compassion. Let us have 
sources that will help us and the De-
partment of Justice to be able to deal 
with this proliferation of guns, these 
Saturday night specials, these stash 
houses to help our children. Let’s ex-
pand counseling and pronouncements 
by the local community that we are 
standing up against this violence that 
is attacking our children. Let’s find 
dollars to help out local and State 
communities on resources for mental 
health. 

Let me thank one of the leaders in 
my community, Patrick, who is a Viet-
nam veteran who has raised up the 
issue in Houston on the need for men-
tal health beds and intervention, sto-
ries that I have heard in my own com-
munity where a grandfather took his 
grandchild to a county facility, they 
did not have a bed, and ultimately that 
grandchild stabbed and killed his 
grandfather and the grandfather’s 
daughter. 

We know that there are challenges, 
missions, and messages yet undone. 
Let’s get to work on behalf of the 
American people. 

f 

THE NATION’S BROKEN BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss our Nation’s broken 
budget process and ways we can begin 
to fix it. 

The government shutdown is caused 
by the broken budget process. Funding 
our government with continuing reso-
lutions is caused by a broken budget 
process. If we fix this, we could get 
away from this type of management of 
the taxpayer dollars. 

Every year, Congress is required by 
law to pass a budget resolution. Every 
year, it is required to pass 12 appro-
priation bills by October 1, the start of 
the fiscal year. Yet, since 2001, Con-
gress has managed to enact only 8.3 
percent of our required appropriation 
bills on time. In the past 8 election 
years, Congress has failed to pass a 
budget resolution a full 75 percent of 
the time. 

The Washington Post recently did an 
article about this process. It showed 
that this broken process allows Federal 
departments and agencies to develop a 
use-it-or-lose-it mentality. A full 20 
percent of all Federal spending and 
contracting happens in the last month 

of the fiscal year. Look at how it 
spikes. It is not just one time. It did it 
in 2010, 2011, and 2012. The spending 
happens in the last month of the year 
and, in particular, the very last week 
of the year. This is true about con-
tracting, as well. There were 156,000 
contracts, 154,000 contracts, 149,000 con-
tracts all done in the last few weeks of 
each budget year. 

This use-it-or-lose-it mentality is 
costing the taxpayers millions of dol-
lars. We must begin to fix this broken 
process, and that is why I have intro-
duced the Biennial Budgeting and En-
hanced Oversight Act of 2013. Over-
night, it would cut this in half. 

A biennial budgeting system, like the 
one my legislation creates, allows Con-
gress to set budget and spending prior-
ities in the first year and then do real 
oversight in the second year. This will 
allow Congress to better understand 
how the Federal Government is spend-
ing taxpayer money and be better 
equipped to make spending decisions in 
the future. 

This biennial budgeting process has 
strong bipartisan support with 110 co-
sponsors so far. They range from the 
most progressive Member of Congress 
to the most conservative, painting a 
broad picture of support from Members 
of Congress and the Americans that 
they represent. 

Here is a list of groups within Con-
gress that have multiple Members sup-
porting the legislation: the House 
Budget Committee, the Republican 
Study Committee, the Tuesday Group, 
the Blue Dog Democrats, the New 
Democratic Coalition, the Progressive 
Caucus, a broad cross-section of the 
Congress and the people that they are 
here to represent. 

Not only that, every President since 
Ronald Reagan has supported biennial 
budgeting. Here is a quote from Jack 
Lew, the former OMB Director and 
White House Chief of Staff, our Na-
tion’s current Secretary of the Treas-
ury: 

The 2-year system is a good idea. The 1- 
year budget process gives both the adminis-
tration and Congress little time to focus on 
implementing the programs. 

It is time that we begin to address 
the serious nature of not managing the 
taxpayer dollars in following the re-
quirements of the law. We need to fix 
this broken process this year. It is time 
to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, if the past few months 
have taught us anything, it is that our 
current budget process isn’t working. 
It is time to create a system that will 
help us budget responsibly, foster 
greater certainty in the U.S. economy, 
and save taxpayer dollars. We can do it 
in bipartisan fashion. 

I urge all Members of Congress to co-
sponsor H.R. 1869 today and help us 
govern again. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMISSIONER 
DEVERRA BEVERLY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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